
 

Timber Creek High School teacher is 2019 OCPS Teacher of the Year 
 

Dec. 6, 2017 – In a surprise announcement, Orange County Public Schools named the 2019 

Orange County Teacher of the Year during a celebratory ceremony at the Rosen Centre Hotel. 

The top award was given to Timber Creek High School computer science teacher Kyle Dencker.  

Kyle Dencker, a former software developer turned teacher, is 

dedicated to all students and believes every student should 

have access to rigorous and relevant courses, no matter who 

they are or where they come from. He works tirelessly to make 

sure that students who may typically be underrepresented in the 

computer science industry are encouraged to explore their 

potential. 

He said his proudest achievements come from what is 

generated from his students. He has recruited the largest 

computer science program in the district, which includes over 

350 Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science students. 

Over the last six years, he has helped his students earn 

countless top honors and awards at every level including 

international competitions. He has students competing in over 

50 programming and computer science competitions each year such as Lockheed Martin 

National Code Quest and American Computer Science League All-Star Contest. Mr. Dencker is 

also a Code.org AP Computer Science Principles Facilitator and CollegeBoard Mentor.  

Mr. Dencker said his decision to leave industry is reinforced each 

time he has a student change their perception from “computer 

science is for nerds” to “this is so much fun. I can do this!” He 

sees his students starting companies, getting amazing jobs, and 

moving on to great schools after graduation. One of his greatest 

passions is changing the gender perception when it comes to 

computer science. Girls in computer science and STEM fields are 

very lacking and he is doing his part to change that by 

encouraging more female students to take advanced computer 

science courses and pursue STEM careers through a Girls Who 

Code Club.   

 

To see Mr. Dencker in the classroom click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfYmFuAOqok&feature=em-uploademail


As the OCPS 2019 Teacher of the Year, Mr. Dencker will receive many gifts. Some of them 

include: 

 New Buick lease for one year from Carl Black 

 Check for $5,000 from OCPS 

 A two-night stay at the Rosen Centre Hotel 

 Disney annual Park Hopper pass for himself and immediate family members, along 
with the highly-coveted Mousecar 

 Four tickets to LEGOLAND and a night at the LEGOLAND Beach Retreat 

 Luggage set from AAA 

 Tickets to the Skeleton Museum and Wonderworks 

 Gift baskets from Barnes & Noble and Orlando Vineland Premium Outlets 

 A Teacher of the Year ring from Herff Jones 

 Teacher of the Year stationery from Jostens  

 

Event sponsors include: 

Walt Disney World Resort, Carl Black Orlando, CFE Federal Credit Union, Rosen Centre Hotel 

and Strawbridge Studios 

 

Kyle Dencker will be the district’s nominee for the 2019 Florida Department of Education/Macy’s 

Teacher of the Year. 

 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458) 
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OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: ADA 
Coordinator & Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer: Carianne Reggio; Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green; Title IX 
Coordinator: Doug Patterson (407.317.3200). 
 

 


